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In the face of deteriorating agriculture growth depicted 

in the Economic Survey of Pakistan, agricultural experts 

should come up with doable policy interventions for 

sustainable agricultural growth, said Prof Dr Zulfiqar Ali, 

the Vice Chancellor, University of Agriculture Faisalabad.  

Addressing the concluding session of four-week 

Agricultural Policy Capacity Building Workshop on 

“Exploring Perspectives, Analytical Tools, Emerging 

Trends and Effective Communication in Agriculture” at 

the Center for Advanced Studies (CAS) Auditorium, Prof 

Dr Zulfiqar Ali said that the researchers should devise the 

policies recommendation with the special focus on 

productivity enhancement, crops diversification, soil 

health and nutrition, climate smart agriculture, 

sustainable markets structure, and revitalization of 

farmers cooperatives, to benefit the farming community 

and ensure food security. He said that recent Economic 

Survey has presented the grim picture of the sector that 

needs immediate attention of the scientists, industry 

and other stakeholders.

Punjab Higher Education Commission Chairperson, Prof 
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Dr Iqrar Ahmad Khan, said that declining agriculture growth 

would provoke deep crises that must be addressed with 

research-based intervention and solid policy measures and 

its implementation that are crucial to feed the ever-

increasing  population and alleviate poverty. He called for 

greater role of the Universities in generating sound 

evidence and policy recommendations for all sectors of the 

economy. He quoted some social media reports of very low 

okra price on Eid ul Adha due to low demand compared to 

supply. He attributed this to lack of value addition options 

compared with the advance countries and emphasized on 

the need for research to translate into goods, services and 

solutions to societal issues. He said that PHEC is committed 

for the transformation of education and research with 

special focus on academic opportunities and challenges in 

age of Artificial Intelligence and digital transformation. 

Dr Muhammad Ejaz Qureshi, faculty at the Australian 

National University,  said that the workshop is aimed at 

enhancing analytical, communication, and leadership 

capabilities in agricultural policy research; strengthen 

policy design and implementation skills; improve the 

quality of research proposals and competitive grants 

aligned with national development agendas; promote 

strategic communication through policy briefs and 

evidence-based storytelling; encourage an integrated, 

interdisciplinary approach to agricultural policy reform. Dr 

Qureshi appreciated the initiative of the University 

management for arranging such useful activities for the 

faculty and the students. He stressed upon the need to 

transfer these ideas into actions by working together to 

improve agriculture policies through policy research and 

generating evidence. 

Bangladesh Agriculture University Prof Dr Mohammad 

Jahangir Alam spoke on agribusiness and food policy, 

particularly addressing value chain development and 

nutrition security in emerging economies. He said to 

improve food security in developing countries, we need to 

build strong value chains in agriculture. Connecting farmers 

to the markets can help increase income and ensure better 

nutrition for communities.   

Dr Sumaira Ejaz Qureshi, faculty at University of Canberra in 

Australia,  discussed about translating complex data into 

sound policy decisions through a case study of student and 

faculty feedback to enhance quality of education. 

Dr Zeena Alsamarra’I, University of Canberra explained that 

future of education in the era of AI and digital 

transformation. She focused on institutionalizing Generative 

AI and making sound policies so that the academic community 

can get benefit from positive side of AI driven technological 

disruption. She emphasized capacity building of faculty and 

the students in age of digital transformation. 

Prof. Dr Asif Kamran, Director of Agriculture Policy and 

Outreach, explained that the Agriculture Policy, Law and 

Governance Center at UAF is committed to continuous 

engagement with policy think tanks and policy makers and to 

build the capacity of the students and faculty to conduct 

policy research and craft sound policy recommendations 

based on their research. Prof. Asif Kamran acknowledged 

funding support from Endowment Fund Secretariate, USDA; 

Pak Korea Nutrition Centre (PKNC), Australian Centre for 

International Agriculture Research (ACIAR) under CSIRO 

implemented project entitled ‘Climate resilient and 

adaptive water allocation in Pakistan.

ORIC FOCAL PERSONS TO SUBMIT DATA FOR ORIC SCORECARD FY (2024-25)

After notifying the names of ORIC Focal Persons from each department/institute of the varsity, ORIC has sought their 

assistance to complete the ORIC scorecard data at their end and submit the same to ORIC upto June 19, 2025. The ORIC focal 

persons are required to complete the task at the earliest and submit the same up to the deadline. ORIC-UAF, with the help of 

faculty and staff,  is maintaining its position in ORICs ranking for the last 3 years and making it top ORIC “W” category of the 

country. Last month, on the directions of the Vic Chancellor Prof. Dr. Zulfiqar Ali, ORIC held 1st meeting of ORICs-Forum 2025 

wherein top leadership of R&D organizations including representatives from Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce & Industry 

participated and called for brining both academia and industry close together to nurture and promote a culture of 

consultancy, commercialization and entrepreneurship in the country. ORIC scorecard data is very much crucial not only for 

maintaining its position but also for holding the winning crown among all ORICs established in the country.
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BIC HOLDS INNOVATIVE IDEAS COMPETITION 2025

Business Incubation Center, UAF, organized the 

Innovative Ideas Competition 2025, A total of 200+ 

applications were received from across various 

departments of UAF. After an initial screening process, 

50 students were short listed to participate in the 

pitching session, where they presented their business 

ideas before a panel of expert judges. The startups 

pitched their groundbreaking ideas in front of a panel of 

esteemed judges, who rigorously evaluated each 

concept for innovation, feasibility, and impact. The 

winners will be incubated in the upcoming Cohort 2025 

to transform their idea into a real-world business.

Top 3 position holders will receive exclusive cash 

awards to kickstart their entrepreneurial journey. The 

Innovative Ideas Competition 2025 proved to be a 

successful initiative in fostering innovation and 

entrepreneurship among students. It highlighted the 

growing interest of youth in business creation and 

startup culture, aligning with the mission of BIC-UAF to 

nurture the next generation of entrepreneurs.

CLOSING DATE TO SUBMIT EOI FOR TWGS EXTENDED UPTO JUNE 25, 2025

 Following the vision of the Vice Chancellor in attaining research excellence, productivity in the form of spin-offs, promoting 

agri-entrepreneurial ecosystem and policy guidelines, the TWGs initiative is taken to build a Research Excellence 

Framework (REF) at UAF. To contribute in this initiative, all faculty members right from lecturer to professor are eligible 

with their Masters/PhD/Postdoc/trainings or previous projects linked with the TWG thematic areas. They should have 

prototype, product, business plan, data-based evidence, well- conceived idea, mature concept, innovative idea with them. 

There will be 12-15 members selected in one TWG and one candidate can bid for maximum 2 TWGs. The TWG members will 

work as a team for different R&D tasks, UAF ranking, nomination for training/conferences opportunities, tailored courses 

and high-level consultative sessions. Senior Lecturers and Assistant Professors are highly encouraged to compete. Female 

faculty members' participation as “women in science” is mandatory. More details are available in an email, which was 

circulated among the faculty members with last date to apply June 25, 2025.
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